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After a meteor shower around the world, the governments learn that it is actually an alien invasion
and organize counter-attacks. In Los Angeles, the Marine Sergeant Michael Nantz is ready to retire
after a great trauma in the past when he lost all the men under his command in a mission. However,
his platoon is assigned to bring the civilians that are sheltered in the Police Department, in an area
dominated by the aliens, back to forward operating base (F.O.B.) before the bombs drop on the city.
Sgt. Nantz assists 2nd Lieutenant William Martinez and they have to accomplish their mission within
three hours. The marines meet few civilians and survivors from other commandos and when they are
ready to fly to the base, the helicopter with the wounded marines is shot down and crashes. Now the
marines need to reach the base with the civilians through the destroyed streets and highways using
a bus. Along their journey, the marines learn how to kill the invaders but only a few of them survive.
When the mission is accomplished, Sgt. Nantz and the survivors decide to destroy the alien
communication center and consequently their airborne force. Los Angeles and other cities around
the world are being bombarded by meteors that seem to be slowing down once they hit the earth's
atmosphere. The earth is suddenly being invaded by space aliens that have landed off the shore of
LA, and who begin killing everybody along the beach. The military is ordered into action. Marine Staff
Sergeant Nantz (Aaron Eckhart), who was about to retire, is reassigned to a new platoon. The
platoon, flown by chopper to the forward operating base at Santa Monica Airport, is being led by a
new 2nd Lt. Martinez (Ramon Rodriguez). They are sent on a mission to rescue some civilians who
are trapped at the police station within alien territory. They only have 3 hours to complete their
mission and get out before the Air Force bombs that zone. Firstly, I am not a big fan of films where
the bullets and bombs rain from the sky and destroy everyone the cars,people, sky scrapers except
the main characters i.e heroes of the film. Phew, how unrealistic, 1 hour into the film while people
were trying to kill the *bad things*, one thing I wasn't able to understand was, to whom the
characters were trying to kill????.. I know aliens, but where were they???, I didn't see any alien
shown clearly in the movie. It was such a bad film, actually bad is too small a word to describe how
awful this movie is. How I wish I made some other plans that day, paying movie and 2hrs of torture..
that is what you get these days.

Advise: Don't watch this movie even on a rented DVD. The film revolves around an invasion by an
unknown alien race, which start attacking the coastlines of some of the world's major cities. The
majority of the West Coast of America has been taken and Los Angeles is next in line. A platoon of
marines, with new Staff Sergeant Nantz (Aaron Eckhart) is sent in to rescue civilians who might be
held up in a Police Station in Santa Monica. As you can imagine this is where the action starts with
numerous machine gun fights and explosions.

This film was intended to be a war movie, with aliens in it, with the focus being on the soldiers in the
platoon rather than the invading army (think Skyline but about the soldiers instead of the civilians).
This was going to be achieved by putting the actors through three weeks of boot camp to make the
result as realistic as possible. This worked very well, with the characters really looking and acting like
marines should do, the only problem here is that apart from Nantz there is no depth to any of the
other characters, making them all expendable and hard to care about. The worry going into this film
however, was the realism of the invading army, but they did look and move like a real military unit,
showing a parallel between the aliens and the humans.

The best comparison to this movie I can think of is to a video game. The key parts of the film are
played out in big battle scenes and these are separated by poorly scripted conversations, which you
just want to skip to get back to the action. There is plenty of unneeded back story as well (Nantz
handing in his retirement just before the attack kicks off) which doesn't add anything to the plot, and
about twenty minutes worth of what I can only call 'faff', which could quite easily be cut to make the
film a much more manageable length. An example of one of these bits of 'faff' is just before someone
is about to run over to another soldier, Nantz stops him, ties his shoelace and says "safety first".
Most of the acting is astonishingly bad, making me think that in most of the scenes Jonathan
Leibsman (the director) is holding up cue cards and the actors are just reading off lines. However
Aaron Eckhart gives a strong performance, throwing everything into the role, even breaking his arm
while shooting. It's good to see Eckhart in an action film after doing an amazing job in The Dark
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Knight and Rabbit Hole (two more dramatic roles) to show how versatile he is and why he is a great
addition to any cast. There are a lot of similarities between this film and Skyline (2010), for example,
focusing on a particular group of people during an alien attack rather than giving a more general
overview of the situation; the design of the alien ships are also very similar. This is probably due to
Greg and Colin Strause directing Skyline and designing visual effects for Battle. This is risky, but it
comes off well in the film.

In general this is a war film, which is too long, has too many pauses for conversation and not enough
individuality of the minor characters (they could just be named 'grunt 1', etc)

For Fans of: Skyline; Independence Day.

Rating: 5/10 Mostly, this is the cinematic equivalent of a first-person shooter game, one where the
Marines possess only slightly more personality than the faceless invaders. Nantz, Imlay, Lockett,
Harris, Adukwu and Santos are the only survivors. a5c7b9f00b 
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